Neurologic complications of pediatric liver transplantation.
The neurologic complications of 24 children, ages 5 months to 18 years, following orthotopic liver transplantation at the Indiana University hospitals are reported. Biliary atresia (14 patients) was the most common cause for orthotopic liver transplantation. Three children died. Seventeen children (70%) had no neurologic deficit on follow-up 6 months or longer after transplantation. Eleven children (46%), including 4 of 16 patients (25%) who had received OKT3, had neurologic complications. Seven children (29%) had new-onset seizures; 4 of these patients had status epilepticus. Two children had intracranial hemorrhage. Seizures occurred later in children than in adults following orthotopic liver transplantation and were not associated with poor prognosis. Longer term follow-up is indicated to assess subtle, cognitive deficits following liver transplantation in children.